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SUBJECT: LATIN AMERICAN MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION (LAMA), 
SAN LEANDRO, CALIFORNIA 

REFERENCE: SANTIAGO 5998; QUITO 6753 

1. FOLLOWING INFORMATION PROVIDED FOR POSTS' GUIDANCE IN 
ANSWERING INQUIRIES FROM LOCAL BUSINESSES AND ORGANIZA- 
TIONS, PARTICULARLY IN VIEW OF INVITATIONS FROM LAMA TO 
ATTEND CONVENTION OF LATIN AMERICAN MANUFACTURERS IN 
NOVEMBER. 

2. LAMA IS AN ASSOCIATION OF ABOUT 300 LATINO-OWNED INDUS- 
TRIAL AND ENGINEERING FIRMS IN THE US. FORMED TWO YEARS 
AGO, IT HAS LINKED NUMEROUS NATIONAL LATINO ORGANIZATIONS 
IN THE UNITED STATES THROUGH AFFILIATIONS AND AGREEMENTS OF 
COOPERATION. AS AN ORGANIZATION TO PROMOTE MINORITY BUSI- 
NESS ENTERPRISES, LAMA HAS RECEIVED CONSIDERABLE CONGRES- 
SIONAL SUPPORT AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR JOSE ACEVES HAS 
BEEN RECEIVED BY PRESIDENT FORD IN THE WHITE HOUSE. 
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3. IN RECENT CALL ON ARA DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY, LAMA 
REPRESENTATIVES INFORMED DEPARTMENT OF ITS EXTENSIVE 
LIAISON ACTIVITIES WITH BUSINESS ORGANIZATIONS THROUGHOUT 
LATIN AMERICA AND ITS PLANS TO HOLD LARGE-SCALE CONVENTION 
OF LATIN MANUFACTURERS IN NOVEMBER IN LAS VEGAS (POSSIBLY 

TO BE SHIFTED TO MIAMI). DEPARTMENT IS PREPARING 
HIGH-LEVEL LETTER COMMENDING LAMA ON ITS INITIATIVES IN 
BETTERING US-LATIN RELATIONS. DEPARTMENT PLANS TO 
COOPERATE WITH LAMA IN NOVEMBER CONVENTION AND MOST 
LIKELY WILL PARTICIPATE IN SOME WAY. KISSINGER 
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